
PETERS TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

CORE BODY OF KNOWLEDGE (CBK)  

ART HISTORY 

GRADES 10-12 

 

For each of the sections that follow, students may be required to understand, apply, analyze, 

evaluate or create the particular concepts being taught.  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This non-studio art class fosters art appreciation as students explore works of art through cultural 

and historical contexts.  The course will begin in the Renaissance and continue into the 20
th

 

century.  Students will gain fluency in the vocabulary of art, as well as the familiarity with a 

variety of media and techniques used in art production. The course encourages the understanding 

of art as a visual language and aims to foster the ability to translate this understanding into verbal 

expression, both oral and written. Students will participate in close analysis and class discussion 

exploring a range of questions regarding famous works. 

 

STUDY SKILLS  

 Maintenance of a binder 

 Participation in group discussions, lectures, and class projects 

 Daily attendance 

 Homework & reading 

 Preparation for unit tests & quizzes 

 

MAJOR UNIT THEMES: 

1. What is Art? 

 Describe how to properly talk about and analyze art  

 Identify art elements & principles in a work 

 Incorporate proper vocabulary into a critical writing 

 Analyze how art impacts our world 

2. Classical Art & Middle Ages 

 Describe the differences & similarities between Greek & Roman art & 

architecture.  

 Identify the key concepts & elements of the evolution of architecture. 

 Analyze the evolution and retrograde of the time period between Prehistory & 

Middle Ages 

 Compare & contrast Romanesque & Gothic art & architecture 



3. Renaissance 

 Analyze the importance of patronage in the development of “the artist” 

 Describe the innovations of the Renaissance (perspective, the advent of the 

printing press, scientific discoveries, and exploration.) 

 Describe the change in philosophies from church to man-based 

 Analyze the resurgence of “classical” art & architecture 

 Compare & contrast art from Italy with Northern Europe 

4. Baroque & the Age of Enlightenment 

 Analyze the impact of the Counter Reformation & the start of competing art 

movements 

 Compare & contrast Neo-classicism & Romanticism 

 Describe the impact of Neo-classicism on American architecture 

 Describe the concept of the sublime that emerges during this time period, 

specifically in American art 

5. Realism, Impressionism, & Post-Impressionism 

 Analyze the shift in philosophy toward art 

 Compare/contrast the Realism & Impressionism & their philosophies 

 Identify the differences & similarities of paint application 

 Analyze the impact of the dissolution of the French Art Academy 

6. Early 20
th

 Century Art 

 Analyze the impact of the World War on art, politics, philosophy and the 

general psyche 

 Identify and describe the differences between Fauv, Cubism, Dada, & 

Surrealism 

 Describe the influence of the Armory Show 

 Compare/contrast Futurism & Cubism (philosophy & art) 

7. Late 20
th

 Century Art & Modern 

 Identify & analyze the two fields of Abstract Expressionism 

 Analyze ways artists “abandoned” expressionism in the search of new styles 

 Describe the philosophy behind Pop Art 

 Identify, describe and analyze the major artistic trends of Modern and 

Postmodern 

 

MATERIALS (and Supplemental materials used in course): 

 Fred Kleiner’s Gardner’s Art Through the Ages text & online resource 

 Teacher website 

 Visual aids (posters, PowerPoint, etc) 
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